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felt sure, to win a victory.   This retreat naturally raised
the hopes and the courage of their enemies : and with
their gangways ready for landing the men, the Greeks
sailed towards Mykale".   As he approached the shore,
which was lined with Persian troops, Leotychides ordered
a loud-voiced herald to pray the lonians in the coming
fight to strike boldly, not for their oppressors but for
their own freedom.    Probably the suspicions   of the
Persian leaders had already been fully excited.   By their
orders the Samians were accordingly disarmed, while,
to get them out of the way, the Milesians were sent to
guard the paths   leading to  the heights   of  Mykale\
Having taken these precautions, the Persians   Battle of
awaited the attack of the Greeks behind the   Mykaie.
hedge of wicker shields which for a time sheltered the
troops of Mardonios at Plataia.   The Athenians were
now advancing along tjie most level ground nearer the
sea : the Spartans with more difficulty were making their
way on the slopes of the mountain.    Here, as at Plataia,
the Persians fought with a bravery worthy of the warriors
of Cyrus ; but in both places they had to face orderly and
disciplined ranks, and here the Athenians were spurred
to redoubled efforts by their eagerness to decide the day
before the Spartans could come up and share the fight.
After a desperate struggle the shield wall was broken,
and the Athenians burst in ; but the Persians still fought
on, until they were borne back to the wall of wood and
stone which sheltered the ships of the fleet.   Behind this
last rampart Jhey again made a stand;  but Athenian
determination and discipline burst this barrier also, and
the main body of the barbarians fled in dismay.  Still the
Persians maintained the   conflict, and in small knots
strove to stem the iron torrent which was bursting through
the breached wall.   But the Spartans had now joined in
the fight.   The disarmed Simians, probably seizing the